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late in 1961. Purchased in Hampshire 
just last year Martin acquired the car in 
the full knowledge that it needed some 
restoration time to be put in but the fact 
that so few were built only exaggerates the 
small number that are put up for sale. So 
becoming the tenth owner did not deter 
Martin as the history lists and dates every 
time the Le Mans had changed hands, 
most notably the fi rst owner enjoyed the 
car for 18 years. Martin’s in depth fi le also 
contained the original cost of the Alpine at 
£1225 and the Le Mans was £1461 – these 
were not cheap cars, especially when 
compared to the Ford Consul Capri of the 
same year at £767 or the fi rst of the MGBs 
at £690. What you got for your money 
though was unique and although the Le 
Mans version had the largest production 
numbers of all the Harrington machines you 
were unlikely to see another in your town, 
let alone in your street. 

Purchasing a Harrington presents more 
than the regular challenges of fi nding 
the best car for your money; fi nding one 
at all offers any perspective buyer their 
fi rst dilemma. At last year’s Lancaster 
Insurance Classic Motor Show Silverstone 
Auctions offered a 1962 Le Mans version 
that sold at the lower end of its estimate at 
£20,138. I managed to trace another 1962 

The Le Mans interior provides ample 
wood, plus the Les Leston steering wheel 
with a signature from Stirling Moss.

Under the Alpine’s bonnet note the 
square rocker cover and the new weber 
carb.

The Alpine’s silver fascia complements the 
chrome-ringed black dials and the steering 
wheel is class.

The Le Mans enjoys the Weber carb too but 
features the original oil fi lter set-up.

Le Mans for sale in Belgium at £27,280, 
endorsing the fact the Harrington cars were 
not cheap to buy new and they continue 
to fetch high prices today; that’s if you can 
locate one. 

Both of today’s custodians have a 
good knowledge of the classic scene 
and an eye for the right car, both reside 
near the original site of the Harrington 
factory and both are thrilled they bought 
locally –although 50 years late. My thanks 
to Brian and Martin for giving their time 
and input, plus offering me a detailed 
Harrington education. 

The virtues of owning a Harrington are obvious from the images, but what are they like 
to live with? What persuaded our current custodians to part with their money to secure 
these rare machines? I asked them to divulge…

BRIAN’S THOUGHTS ON HIS 
HARRINGTON ALPINE
“I’ve had a bit of a so�  spot for Alpines 
since the late ‘Sixt es when I couldn’t 
aff ord the dark blue one that was for 
sale with a local dealer. I think that they 
are grossly underrated in the classic 
car world and cannot understand why 
MGBs seem so popular when you can 
have a much beZ er looking and more 
stylish car. Once you add the rarity 
factor of the Harrington top, what isn’t 
there to like?  

“I’ve only had mine for a short while 

and bought it ‘blind’ from the vendor 
in Sweden through the good offi  ces of 
the SAOC Harrington registrar who is 
based over there. The fi rst t me I saw 
the car in the metal is when I collected 
it from the dockside at Immingham 
just before Christmas. An MoT was 
quickly organised and the original UK 
registrat on number was recovered 
without any drama. I’ve been using it 
during the winter as for once I have 
a classic car with a heater that really 
works.

“As a grand touring car it is just 
great, very comfortable with no vices 
– part cularly with the replacement 
Weber carbureZ or set-up. When we 
went down to the local car club meet ng 
at Easter, my wife took the Harrington 
and I went in our Jaguar XK120. It was 
the fi rst t me she’d driven it and her 
only challenge was discovering that the 
handbrake was on the right-hand side!”

The Harrington Alpine certainly features the 
styling of the Rootes roadster it was based on.

Harrington cars could be purchased in three Hartwell stages of engine tune and certainly 
most survivors have enjoyed modifi cations, so for the purposes of this we are using the 
original specifi cation from Harrington’s own brochure of the Le Mans car for 1961.

ENGINE:  1592cc in-line overhead-valve four-cylinder
GEARBOX:  Four-speed manual with optional overdrive
CARBURETTORS:  Twin Zenith downdraught carbs
POWER: 104bhp at 6000rpm
SUSPENSION:   Front: Independent coil springs and telescopic shocks

Rear: Semi-elliptic leaf springs, lever arms and hydraulic 
shocks

BRAKES:   Girling 9.5-inch front discs and nine-inch rear drums

Brian’s Alpine does not have overdrive but has a higher rear axle ratio while Martin’s Le 
Mans does have it fi tted.

TECH SPEC

A VIEW FROM THE PILOT

MARTIN’S THOUGHTS ON HIS 
HARRINGTON LE MANS
“I have owned Sunbeam Tigers for over 
30 years now and have always been a 
big Rootes group fan. Anything from 
Sunbeam, Singer, Hillman or Humber 
appeals to me and over the years I have 
had probably 30 Rootes cars. I’ve even 
had two Sunbeam Venezias, which most 
people have never heard of. 

“I lived a few hundred yards from 
the old Harrington factory in Hove 
and always wanted to have one in my 
collect on. They are preZ y hard to fi nd 
now but my Le Mans came up for sale 
at the right t me for me as I’d just sold a 
Tiger and it was at the right price. 

“The Le Mans being based on the 
Series 2 Alpine drives very nicely – much 
like the Alpine but without the wind 
noise and body movement associated 
with the convert bles; a great car for 
touring with the large hatchback area 
for the luggage and the smooth 1.6-litre 
Rootes engine up the front.”

The Le Mans has a hatchback as opposed to the 
Alpine’s boot, plus those rounded rear wings.

            Martin (left) with his Harrington Le Mans and Brian (right) with his Alpine. Both revel in their rarity.


