
The name of Thomas Harrington 
& Sons Ltd. is more synonymous 
with luxury commercial transport 

– buses and coaches built to order and 
often unique, incorporating the curvaceous 
streamline look, clad in chrome. Founded 
the year of Queen Victoria’s Diamond 
Jubilee (1897) and beginning with horse-
drawn carriages, the company progressed 
to buses before the outbreak of the First 
World War. Facing increased competition 
during the ‘Thirties the company pursued 
more ‘blue chip’ customers, supplying its 
distinctive ‘Harrington’ look. By the early 
‘Sixties the Rootes group was receiving 
requests from customers for a hard-top 
version of its beautiful Sunbeam Alpine. 
Harrington’s already had a separate 
Rootes car dealership, which combined 
with its amazing coach building talents 
(and speciality in working with glassfi bre) 
made it the ideal candidate to supply a new 
personalised GT car. 

The fi rst Harrington Alpine arrived for 

spring 1961 and the new coupé look was 
well received.  Available only as a ‘special 
order’ each car would be unique to the 
owner’s requirements; it didn’t take long 
for the order book to fi ll. The fi rst model 
was offered with three different states of 
Hartwell engine tune for the 1.6-litre unit 
and a host of interior options, including rear 
seat cushions. Less than 200 were built and 
offered through Rootes dealerships. 

It was a modifi ed Alpine that took on 
the 24 Hours of Le Mans and won the 
trophy for the ‘Index of Thermo Effi ciency’ 
(a complicated performance-related 
equation involving speed, weight and fuel 
consumption). Second in class and 15th 
overall was a fantastic achievement, not 
least because the car was faultless over 
2194 miles – drivers Peter Harper and Peter 
Proctor averaged 91mph. 

It was no surprise when the Earls 
Court Motor Show in October 1961 saw 
the unveiling of the second model from 
Harrington’s, aptly named the Le Mans. 

Around 250 examples of this model were 
produced, of which around half were 
exported to the USA and exactly one 
year later the C Series was introduced, 
again built in very small numbers (20) due 
to a new model Alpine on which it was 
based being launched in January 1963. 
An estimate of around a dozen D Series 
cars were built between 1963 to 1964 with 
six from the Alpine Series 3 and the same 
from the Series 4 bringing an estimated 
total of 384 Harrington cars before 
production ceased. 

The company continued with its 
commercial coach building until 1966 
when the doors closed completely, 
although many of the vehicles are still 
being preserved by enthusiasts. The coach 
hanging precariously over a cliff at the 
end of the 1969 fi lm The Italian Job was a 
Harrington. The cars though are extremely 
rare beasts and highly sought-after, so 
when I chanced upon one I was pleased, 
but an opportunity to bring CCB readers 
two different models was a real bonus.

A COUPLE OF ‘SADCASES’
Yes, and proud of it. Both Brian Arculus and 
Martin Pester are regular features of the 
Storrington and District Classic and Sports 
car Enthusiasts (SADCASE) and even with 
a 700 membership it was a surprise to fi nd 
two Harringtons in the same club. 

Brian’s Wedgewood Blue Harrington 
Alpine left the Rootes factory in 1960 and 
went onto Harrington’s for its conversion, 
being fi rst registered in June 1961. Based 
on the Series 2 Alpine it was originally sold 

in the UK, then 
went overseas 
to a customer 
in Sweden who 
kept it until 1984 
when it changed 
hands, remaining 
in Scandinavia 
until Brian tracked 
it down last year. 
The second owner 
had been a Rootes 
dealer and had 
the car restored in 
2010, which suited 
Brian as he wasn’t 
looking for a project car and the restoration 
carried out was of a really high standard. 
The car has though required a carburettor 
change – in fact they both have enjoyed 
that enhancement recently; the original 
twin downdraft Zeniths failed to work well 
with the 1592cc engine and it is common 
practice to swap them out. The Sunbeam 
Alpine Owners’ Club (SAOC) has carried 
out a lot of development work getting a 
modern Weber carb to work well with the 
Alpine and it is supplied exclusively by the 
Club, complete with manifold, and it fi ts any 
Rootes engine. This system cured the poor 
starting and uneven performance of Brian’s 
Alpine and this information quickly got 
through to Martin who has carried out the 
same modifi cation. 

Martin’s Le Mans was produced on 
the back of the company’s success at the 
24 Hours and would have been one of 
the fi rst of the models leaving the factory 
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Already a master of 
building bespoke coaches 

and mini buses that 
complemented its Art-

Deco factory near Brighton, 
Harrington took a stylish 

sports car and built around 
400 GTs – and we’ve been 
lucky enough to fi nd two

Subtle differences up front include the grille and chrome trim.

READERS’ RIDES

HARRINGTON ALPINE – 

ROAD, RACE & RALLY IN STYLE

Harrington used the backdrop of the South Downs in its brochure images, so that’s where 
we went.

Following victory in 
France the Alpine took 
pride of place displayed 
in Harrington’s window 
in 1962.

Brochure image celebrating the company’s 
success in 1961. 


