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plus the world’s oldest car salesman,
airplane-powered cars and much more!
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1962 SUNBEAM

HARRINGTON
LE MANS

by Richard M. Langworth
photos by the author

RANSFORMING your basic

garden varlety two-seat sporls

carintoaswoopy gran turisme is
a fairly obvious proposition, and if you
searched hard enough you'd probably
find that George Barris turned the
trick first. when he customized a Cor-
vette back around 1955. “Production™
GT conversions started coming our way
inguantity during the sixties. The early
ones originated in England—home of
such immortal marques as the Rochdale
Olympic, Fairthorpe Electren and other
cars that went bump in the night. Dent-
zens of the Green and Pleasant Land,
somewhat irreverently described by
Brock Yates as "the world’s largest
theme park.,” have an almost uncanny
knack for bright ideas and backyard
execution, and slapping a fastback onto
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an open roadster was a veritable made-
to-order assignment.

The first GT conversion offered by
anything approaching an established
car company was nol an MG nor a
Triumph buta Sunbeam—the Harring-
ton Le Mans—styled in a suburb of sea-
side Brighton, using bits provided by
Lord Willltam Rootes, Britain's answer to
Wheelbarrow Johnny Studebaker.

There’s a remarkable similarity be-
tween the legendary Studebaker broth-
ers and the Rootes family (Billy and Reg,
their sons Geoff, Brian and Timothy),
4000 miles and several generations re-
maoved. Both families, for example. built
autoempires out of “allied"” industries—
wagons and buggies first occcupied the
Studebakers, bicycles the Rootes. Like
the Studebakers, the Rootes were heads-
up and crafty blokes, smart enough to
buy out other companies in the process
of growing, rather than invest in ground-
up expansion, Thus Studebaker picked
up firms like E-M-F, Tincher and Pierce-
Arrow, and Rootes acquired Hillman,






















1962 SUNBEAM

confinued

Alpine springs to get a more comfortable
ride, and although the roll angle is
smaller than Alpine’s there's still alot of
roll for a sports car. But they also bolted
on a hefty front swaybar, and the fast-
back body achieves almost perfect 50-50
front-rear weight distribution. The
result is neutral handling up to much
higher speeds than a stock Alpine, then
final but very pleasant and controllable
oversteer. You can break the tailloose at
lower speeds on washboard. but on
anything resembling smooth pavement
the Le Mans will just hunker down and
scurry.Just keep the revs up! [U's quicker
than a stock Alpine, ause against
a four percent weight increcase the
Le Mans was 26 percent more powerful.

continued on page 62

Left: In profile, there's no mistaking the
distinct design of the Harrington LeMans
with any other GT-style coupe, Below:
Sporty yet practical, Harrington's cargo
platform (s 50 inches long; viny! headliner
and sun wisors were standard. Bottom:
Unlitke Apline, LeMans featured wood-
gratned dast and locking glove compart-
ment door. Speedo. tach and four minor
gauges were fitted; clock was optional,
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Below: Rear seats are more sultable for par-
cels than people. Right: Hateh opens wide
and high for easy access to rear compart-
ment. Below center: Original LeMans door
panels had these huge arm/leg rests. This
design made using window crank difftcult,
so shape was changed eariy in production.
Bottom: Rear is devold of decoration except
Jor Sunbeam name.

1962 SUNBEAM

continued from page 39

No doubt its aerodynamics also con-
tribute to its higher top speed.
Liveability rates high. Vision is excel-
lent in all directlons: all controls are
comfortable and within reach: there's
thick carpet underfoot and plenty of
insulation under the carpet. The burled
walnut dash is a gem compared to the
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battleship gray Alpine panel. Carrying
capacity is enormous. The two mini-
back seats arc useful only for chimpan-
zees, but they fold down to help provide
a 50-inch-long cargo platform. By open-
ing the hatch you can even carry a 10-
foot ladder,

Ron Humphries certainly made up for
the Alpine GT with the Harrington
Le Mans. Its lines, to us, seem near-
flawless, The % rear view, so often a
weak point on comparable cars, is one
of the Le Mans's best angles. The un-
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familiar never guess that it's not an
original clean-slate design, but a fiber-
glass-and-steel sandwich held together
with chassis bolts, evolved from a
plebeian and now fairly dated pro-
duction sports car.

Collectors on modest budgets (for
Harringtons, when you can find them,
are still not dauntingly priced) will find
this car desirable on almost every count
that matters, It holds a respected com-
petition pedigree; it's coachbuilt: it
provides sprightly performance on no
less than eight speeds forward: (t's one
of the prettiest fastbacks ever bullt; at
250 units it's extremely rare. Yet there's
no mechanical component so esoteric
that you can't find a replacement at the
nearest Sunbeam parts specialist—of
which there are plenty. A sleek. luxurious
closed coupe, capable of carrving two
people and their luggage for long hauls
at high speeds in comfort, Harrington's
Le Mans meets the true definition of
“gran turismo.” What more could we
ask for? o
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